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 Introduction 

This guide provides you with the full details of the work you will be expected to do each week in order to 
achieve the learning outcomes for this unit. You should consult this guide each week to ensure that you 
undertake proper preparation for discussions and assignments and fulfill the requirements for your 
learning portfolio.  
 
Each week you will: 

• Listen to a lecture;  

• Read one or two articles and/or view an online talk;  

• Prepare for discussions by doing the nominated activity and recording in your learning 
portfolio; and  

• participate in discussions (either in small groups, or by posting to the discussion board).  

 
This course does not have a participation mark, but it is almost impossible for you to meet all the other 
assignment criteria without doing the necessary preparation in terms of reading and tasks, and discussing 
your ideas with other students. 
 
University Learning 
A university education trains you to be a self directed learner. This means that you need to take 
responsibility for developing your understanding of key concepts and debates effecting the world of 
contemporary media as well as extending your skills in critical reading, analysis and writing. 
Lectures: The weekly lecture will explore and exemplify some of the key concepts. The lectures will be 
available as ilectures through FLECS-Blackboard. 
 
Discussions: You need to prepare for discussions. The learning portfolio and discussions help you to 
integrate the knowledge you acquire from lectures, readings, and additional research. Your tutor’s role is 
to facilitate this learning through group discussions and exercises.  
 
Preparation: To achieve success at university, time spent in discussion and listening to lectures must be 
supported by independent study time. As a rough guide, on average you should be committing 10 hours 
per week to the unit, most of which is spent conducting independent reading, thinking, writing and 
additional research when required. Most of your learning happens through reading, thinking and writing 
rather than through information and explanations from tutors and lecturers. 
 
In this study guide you will find clear instructions about the preparation you need to undertake each week. 
The work you undertake in preparation should be recorded weekly in your Learning Portfolio. In order to 
prepare properly, you should: 

• summarise the main points in the readings and audio visual texts;  

• undertake the activity;  

• note and record examples: and  

• note any relevant ideas, questions, opinions, experiences or observations. 

To enrich and extend your knowledge, engage with media in your spare time and explore on-line media 
forms and genres.  
 
Assignments: Assignments are not just about ‘testing’ skills, they are also an important part of your 
ongoing learning. Assignments should be seen as a part of a process rather than as discrete tasks. 
Learning occurs in researching and preparing for an assignment, writing the assignment, receiving 
feedback, reflecting on feedback and responding to feedback when you re-enter the cycle by preparing 
for your next assignment.  
 
As long as you follow this guide and attend lectures and tutorials, read, undertake Learning Portfolio tasks 
and respond to assignment feedback, you should be a highly successful in this unit. We hope you also 
have some fun along the way! 
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1.1 Introduction: How does the media engage you? How do you 
engage with the media? 

Preparation  

 
View: Did You Know 4.0 

Although this video uses American statistics, it illustrates the rapid changes effecting the production, 
distribution and consumption of media texts as a result of the digitalisation and convergence of 
technologies. 

Read: Henry Jenkins, "Critical Information studies for a participatory culture (pt 2)", blog post, April 10 
2009. 

Prepare:  

• Look through your unit outline and study guide.  

• Explore the Blackboard website 

• Identify any questions you want to raise in discussions  

• introduce yourself on the discussion board 

 
Discussions 

Topic Themes / keywords: Old / new media 

Topic learning goals: Introduction and orientation to unit; expectations of students studying this unit. 

Course themes 

• What are major changes in the move from old to media?  

• How have they impacted on – access, audience, production, consumption, media 
institutions, economics?  

 
Class discussion and activities 

• Identify personal media use and preferences; survey group and classify according to 
entertainment, information, communication uses;  

• How do views about recent developments in the media differ between students and 
friends/family/older generations/different cultures? Why? 

Assignment guidelines 

• Discuss strategies for reading efficiently, and the importance of independent study for 
successful outcomes.  

• summarise the reading for Week 1.1 and discuss with other students  
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1.2 The Medium is the Message? When the media converge 

Preparation  
 
Read: Lessig, L. (2006). Four puzzles from cyber space. In L. Lessig Code version 2.0 (pp 9-30). New 
York: Basic Books. (available online through the code 2.0 wiki - you can also download the entire book))  
 
Watch: Henry Jenkins on Participatory culture 
 
Learn: This link will take you to on-line library tutorials that will help you find articles and books for your 
assignments 
 
Prepare: You should keep a record of your preparation in your Learning Portfolio : 
1. Your learning portfolio can be kept as a wiki, blog, or Word document.  
2. Read and/or view the required texts (listed above) and summarise the main points. Make a note of your 
agreement or disagreement with the ideas outlined in the texts, and be prepared to engage in 
discussions. 
3. Identify one of your favourite media texts. Make notes about the features of this text that you enjoy. We 
will be using this text for tutorial activities for the next few weeks, and you may use this text as an 
example in your essay and/or as the text for your remediation. 
4. Incorporate any of your reflections, ideas, opinions about issues addressed in lectures, readings and/or 
tutorials. 

Discussions 

Topic Themes / keywords: Participatory culture; moral panics; ethics 
 
learning goals:  

• Begin to develop a sense of how media forms and audience impact on consumption, reading 
of, and participation in/with texts.  

• Explore some of the debates and ethical dilemmas posed by new media forms.  

• Familiarising students with APA referencing system 

 
Group work: 

• Students share why they chose their text;  

• Discuss the participants involved in production and delivery of the role;  

• Do consumers participate in the production and consumption of the text?  

• Is the text likely to exclude or offend particular groups of people? 

Discussion: 

• Identify and discuss community fears and concerns about new media use.  

• Consider violent and sexually explicit content on the web and in games.  

• Discuss net filters and government regulations as well as resistance to regulation. 

 
Assignment guidelines: 
Referencing test: Familiarising students with the APA system. 

 


