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Essential Administrative Information 
 

Unit Title 

 

MED 104 – Engaging Media 

Unit Description Contemporary media is a vital and pervasive presence in 
many aspects of our lives, both personal and professional. 
This unit explores the ways in which 21st century media 
'engages' our attention through a variety of texts and 
communicative modes. It also focuses on the ways in which 
we, as users, consumers and producers, engage with the 
media. We will explore how our relation to media is impacted 
by the institutions and processes involved in its production. 

Unit Study Package Number 312160  

Teaching Area School of MCCA 

Credit Value 25 

Core Unit status If you are taking this unit as a required (core) unit in your 
course of study, you may be terminated from your course of 
study if you fail this unit twice 

Result Type Grade and Mark 

Unit Controller Professor Matthew Allen 

Contact Details Email: m.allen@curtin.edu.au 

Primary Contact Ms. Samantha Stevenson  

Contact Details Email: samantha.stevenson@curtin.edu.au 

Unit Website access the unit materials via http://oasis.curtin.edu.au 

Faculty Website http://www.humanities.curtin.edu.au 

 
Student Feedback 

 
We welcome your feedback as one way to keep improving this unit. Later this semester, you will 
be encouraged to give unit feedback through eVALUate, Curtin’s online student feedback system 
(see http://evaluate.curtin.edu.au).  
 

Student Rights and Responsibilities 
It is the responsibility of every student to be aware of all relevant legislation and 
policies and procedures relating to their rights and responsibilities as a student.  
These include: 

◊ the Student Charter 
◊ the University’s Guiding Ethical Principles 
◊ the University’s policy and statements on plagiarism and academic integrity 

For Semester 1 and Semester 2 eVALUate is open for 
student feedback in weeks 12-17. 
For other study periods see 
http://evaluate.curtin.edu.au/info/dates.cfm  



 

◊ copyright principles and responsibilities 
◊ the University’s policies on appropriate use of software and computer facilities 

Information is available through the University’s “Student Rights and 
Responsibilities” web page: http://students.curtin.edu.au/rights/ 

 

Introduction 
 
Contemporary media is a vital and pervasive presence in many aspects of our lives, both 
personal and professional. This unit explores the ways in which 21st century media ‘engages’ our 
attention through a variety of texts and communicative modes. It also focuses on the ways in 

which we, as users, consumers and producers, engage with the media. We will explore how our 
relation to media is impacted by the institutions and processes involved in its production.  
 
The unit encourages you to develop a more critical, reflective understanding of the actors, 

cultures and networks that contextualise contemporary media. We explore the ways key issues 
such as ethics, ownership, participatory culture, privacy and credibility have become central to 
developments in media this century. Through reference to four major ‘uses’ of media - 
entertainment, information, communication and play, the unit develops your understanding of 
the cultural and political contexts which structure our experience and engagement with media. 
 
 

Learning Outcomes 
 
On successful completion of this unit, students will be able to: 
 

• Demonstrate critical awareness of the contexts in which various media are produced and 
distributed 

• Apply critical understandings of media cultures and institutions to reflect on their own 
use of media in professional, creative and personal practice 

• Present analysis of the processes influencing the production and consumption of texts in 
different media 

• Utilise concepts relating to institutions, audiences and cultures to explain and analyse 
media 

 
 

Content and Activities 
 
What you will be doing 
The unit activities consist of listening to / viewing the lectures through the i-lecture system, and 
participating in online discussions through the discussion board of FLECS-Blackboard, 
undertaking various tasks and activities on your own or in groups, and completing the set 
readings (and sometimes viewing of texts) 
 
Most weeks you will need to complete set readings before each discussion, as well as any tasks or 
activities set for the week. These tasks may consist of finding various media texts for discussion, 
preparing short written pieces to discuss, or completing drafts of assignments.  Along with your 



 

readings, all tasks are designed to prepare you for the formal assessment in the unit (see details 
below).  
 
An important part of the unit consists of reflecting on and analysing your own media use. To this 
end, you will gather a number of examples of media texts and forms that you enjoy. These 
examples, along with your reflections and tutorial tasks will be gathered together into a learning 
portfolio maintained throughout the unit, and submitted at the end of semester. While the 
portfolio is assessed, its primary function is to aide your learning in this unit. You should 
approach your portfolio as an important part of your learning activities, and use it to document, 
organise and reflect on the unit content and activities. The portfolio will also help prepare you for 
each formal assessment.  
 
 

Syllabus 
 
Module 1 Introduction 

1.1 Introduction:  How does the media engage you? How do you engage with the media? 

1.2 The Medium is the Message: When media converge? 

Module 2. Entertaining Media 

2.1 Entertain Me!: Who makes your entertainment? Actors, institutions & participatory culture 

2.2 Don’t touch that! Copyright, ownership and institutional control 

2.3 Entertaining the World: using media across cultural boundaries 

2.4 Play with me!: Having fun with media 

2.5 All the world’s a game: virtual worlds, interactivity, convergence 

Module 3. Informative media  

3.1 Inform me! news media 

3.2 Networks of information: blogging, citizen journalism & collective intelligence 

3.3 Talk to me! Chatting/texting/twittering at each other 

3.4 Who’s listening? Mass communication in a networked, mobile environment 

3.5 Conclusion 

 

 
 

Reading and Resources 
  

The resources required for this unit are: 

 
1. Set Readings 
There is no text book for this unit. The schedule of readings for each week is available on the unit 

website. Most of the required and supplementary readings are available electronically from the 
Library’s e-Reserve collection and electronic journal databases. Links to these as well as other 
readings, videos and activities on the web are accessed through the unit website.  
 
2. Unit Website 



 

In addition to accessing readings, students need to regularly check the unit website on FLECS-
Blackboard for group activities when required, and to conduct independent viewing and research 
activities in a variety of media, including text, TV, film and internet-based media. Some of your 
set texts for each week may consist of short videos or films available through the unit website. 

 

Assessment 
Assessment is central to MCCA 104.  The assessment tasks have been carefully planned to help 
you acquire the skills and knowledge required to meet the unit outcomes.  When you receive a 
mark for an assessment task remember that the marker’s aim is to help you to develop and 
improve your understandings and skills: marked work is not an assessment of you as a person, 
but rather an evaluation of the stage or level of the piece of work you have submitted, with a 
view to helping you to evolve as a professional.    

 

There are 3 components to assessment in this unit (see below for full details).  Each assessment 
task is intended to help you to develop your understandings of key concepts covered in the unit 
and to apply those understandings analytically. 

You will pass the unit as long as you submit all pieces of work, make satisfactory efforts to attend 
and participate in class, and obtain a grade of at least 50% over all for your work in the unit.  That 
is, should you fail any individual piece of work, as long as your final result is 50% or more for the 
required assessment, you can still pass the unit.  You may not resubmit assignments for marking 
unless expressly instructed to do so by your tutor. 

 

Assessment Summary 

Ass 1 Learning Portfolio  

[note you have the option of submitting a draft of 
your portfolio in week 4 to get an indicative grade] 

30% ongoing -  final due 
Friday week 11 

Ass.2 Remediation and essay outline 30% due Friday week  8 

Ass. 3 Final Essay 40% 

  
due Friday week 13 

 

Assessment Details 

 

1. Learning Portfolio  30%  ongoing  final due Friday week 11 

 
There are two parts to this assessment, which is based on a learning portfolio you should 
maintain throughout the unit 

1. the portfolio itself (ongoing throughout the semester)  
2. the portfolio reflection (written at the end of semester) 

 

Students should summarise the central arguments proposed in each of the weekly texts for 

reading and/or viewing. Summaries can presented in the form of a paragraph, dot point list or 
mindmap. In addition, students will undertake a number of analytical and reflective tasks 
centred on media texts from each of the four ‘uses’ – entertainment, play, information, and 
communication. These tasks may involve personal reflections, short opinion pieces, rewriting/ 



 

re-mediating their work into different media forms, planning for assignments, and providing 
feedback/reflection on other students’ work. These tasks should be included in your learning 
portfolio. You are welcome to extend your learning portfolio to include any ideas or information 
that you consider relevant to the learning outcomes for this unit. The portfolio may be kept as a 
word document or in an online format such as a website, blog, or wiki.  

Towards the end of the semester, you will choose four entries from your portfolio which you 
think best reflect your learning process throughout the unit. You will submit these entries along 
with a portfolio reflection: a short analysis (no more than 2 pages) of how the activities 
documented in your portfolio relate to the learning goals of the unit. (A proforma will be 

provided to aid you in writing this piece). A Key function of your learning portfolio should be to 
reflect on your learning, and to think about the ways in which the readings, tasks and 
conversations with the other students relate to the core themes and unit learning outcomes. 
Taking such a reflective approach throughout the learning portfolio will assist you in writing the 
final reflection. 

 
2. Remediation Project  &  outline    30%    due Fri week 8 

This assignment consists of a practical creative response to the notion of remediation, as well as 
preparing you for the assignment 3 essay. Thus assignment 2 and 3 are closely linked, with 
assignment 2 providing the groundwork for the final essay: both in terms of a creative example to 
discuss (the remediation) as well as a brief summary of the structure and content of your final 
essay (the outline). 

The Remediation 

Work with a text of your personal choice that you have used in your discussions and Learning 
Portfolio. You need to ‘remediate’ this text – i.e. re-present the text in a different media format. 
For example, if the original text was a newspaper article, you could rework it as a webpage, or 
video. This part of the assessment may be done individually or working in groups (group work is 

recommended if your new format is a complex one such as video or a game/ virtual 
environment). Your remediation will not be assessed according to technological or artistic 
prowess, but on the success of the process in transforming the text into a different form, and the 
understanding it suggest of how remediation impacts the contemporary media environment. Your 
remediated text needs to be presented in an electronic format so it can be shared with other 
students in an online format (eg as pdf, video, webpage, blog, jpeg etc). 

The Outline 
Along with the remediation you need to submit a short (no more than one page) outline that will 
form the basis for your assignment 3 essay. The outline should identify, in dot point form, the 

major groups of people / companies and institutions involved in the production, distribution and 
consumption of both the original text, and the likely groups which would be involved in the 
production, distribution and consumption of your remediated text. You should also provide an 
outline of your essay structure (headings and subheadings indicating what the major sections of 
your essay will address). Finally you should include a preliminary bibliography of at least 3-5 

academic sources (outside of those set as unit reading) you think will be relevant to your essay. 

 
3. Final Essay (40%)    2000 words    due Friday week 13 
Write a 2000 word essay commenting on the implications of remediation for the reception, 
production and distribution of texts. Using key terms and concepts of the unit, and drawing on 
your remediated text as an example, respond to this question:  



 

How does the production and/or consumption of media texts change through remediation? 

Your answer should not merely reflect on your own experiences of remediating a text, but use 

this text as an example or case study for exploring the opportunities, challenges, limitations and 
problems associated with new media. You should also draw on academic texts and other media 
examples to support your argument. In researching your answer, think about audience, cultural 
context, media organisations and institutions. Your answer should also make reference to the 

overarching themes of ownership, privacy, participation, ethics and credibility. Your essay 
should be properly referenced according to APA guidelines and include a reference list.  
 

Assignment submission 
Professional communication almost always involves adhering to set formats: start practising now 
by presenting your work as required. 

All assignments should include a cover sheet with your name, unit number, assignment 
number, due date and tutor  
 
Assignments are to be submitted electronically through FLECS-Blackboard by the due date. 
(Please keep a copy of your assignment and your submission notice from blackboard).  

Assignment files must be named: MCCA104_a.[insert #]_[your surname]; eg: 
MCCA104_a.1_brown.doc 

 

Late Assignments 
It is important that you complete your assignments on time, not only because deadlines are a 

vital part of professional work. You should be learning the skill of working to a deadline, and 
they assist you to study more effectively.  
If you are unable to complete any assessable task by the due date, you should, as soon as  
possible, apply for an extension from your unit controller or tutor. Extensions until week 13 are 

determined by the tutor. Extensions extending beyond the 13th week are at the discretion of the 
unit controller and are normally granted only for reasons of serious and substantial impediment 
to a student’s work, and only when a student provides documentary evidence in support.  
 
The Late Assessment Guidelines and Request for Extension form are available online, please 

see http://humanities.curtin.edu.au/current_students/late_assessment.cfm  
 
If you are unable to complete any or all work in this unit by Week 14, you must apply in writing 
via the School Office for a complete deferment of assessment. More advice on deferred 

assessment is available from the School Office and from 
http://students.curtin.edu.au/administration/forms.cfm. 
 

Appeals 
If you wish to appeal any grade in this unit, first contact the marker concerned, then the unit 
controller, then the Head of School and, if still unsatisfied, lodge a formal appeal as per university 
policy. 
 

Academic Integrity  
In university, you are encouraged to draw on other academic and critical writing to substantiate 
your arguments and assignment work. You need to acknowledge your use of others’ work 
through referencing your assignments using a bibliography and in-text citations. The referencing 

style used in this unit is APA (details can be found on the  library referencing website). You must 
reference all uses of published work and other copyrighted materials (such as images), including 
not only direct quotes, but also summaries or references to ideas.  



 

 
Academic integrity means avoiding any kind of work that does not sufficiently acknowledge 
others’ work, is unduly derivative, or is plagiarised – that is, directly copied from another work 
without due acknowledgement. The university policies on academic integrity also refer to 
copying other students’ assignments, or submitting work that has previously been submitted for 
another assignment. It is vital that you understand the policies on academic integrity, as work 
that contravenes these policies attract substantial penalties, and can ultimately result in failure 
of a unit. 
 

Plagiarism Monitoring 
Some (or all) assessments in this unit may be monitored for plagiarism using a program called 
Turnitin which compares student’s assignments with a large database of published work and 
other student assignments (see http://turnitin.com). As part of this process, a copy of the student 
work is retained by the turnitin database. Students who do not want assignments retained in the 
Turnitin database, must lodge a special request prior to the submission date. For further advice 
see http://academicintegrity.curtin.edu.au/studentsturnitin.html.  

 

 



 

Grading 
 
The following statement indicates broadly the meaning of assignment grades for your final work: 
 
00-49 (Fail) Such an assignment fails, in major respects, to achieve the minimum standard for 
university assignments at the year level of the unit and has failed to address the main criteria 
against which the assignment is being marked. Students who receive failing grades are either not 
grasping the subject matter, or not making a suitable attempt at the assignment or both. Such 
work is poor and even substantial revision would not enable it to achieve a distinction result. 
Students should immediately discuss their academic progress with staff. 
 
50-59 (Pass) An assignment graded as passing is broadly acceptable for university assignments at 
the year level of the unit; such assignments meet, to some extent, the main criteria against which 
the assignment is being marked, or meet a few criteria and not others. Students who receive 
passing grades have a basic grasp of the subject matter and/or are making some effort at the 
assignment. Such work would require substantial revision to enable it to achieve a distinction. 
Students who regularly receive pass grades normally successfully complete a three-year pass 
degree but do not proceed with honours or postgraduate study. 
 
60-69 (Credit) An assignment graded at this level is creditable and clearly acceptable work for 
university assignments at the year level of the unit; such assignments meet the main criteria 
against which the assignment is being marked, or meet some criteria very well and not others not 
so well. Students completing such assignments are doing reasonably well at their studies, 

especially if their work is consistently at the higher end of the percentage scale.  Such assignments 
would, with limited revision, be capable of achieving a distinction. A 65% average is one sign of 
the ability to progress to more advanced study at honours level. 
 
70-79 (Distinction) An assignment graded at this level is, on the whole, very good work for 
university assignments at the year level of the unit; such assignments meet all of the main criteria 
against which the assignment is being marked and, at the upper percentage range, may show 
outstanding performance in some respects. A distinction assignment is one that, with substantial 
additional work, would be suitable for public presentation. Students who receive such grades are 
doing very well at their studies, noting that consistent results above 70% indicate superior 
performance to the majority of students in a class. 
 
80-89 (High Distinction) An assignment graded at this level is, in all but a few respects, 
outstanding work for university assignments at the year level of the unit; such assignments 
exceed in at least some respects, the expected level of work for students at this level. Such 
assignments would, with minor additional work, would be suitable for public presentation.  Only 

a few of all students completing a particular assignment will obtain grades above 79%. Students 
who regularly perform at this level are those who would be expected to proceed comfortably to 
completion of an honours degree and thence to postgraduate research / creative degrees at 
masters and doctoral level. 
 
90-99 (High Distinction) An assignment graded at or above 90% is clearly superior to the vast 
majority of work that is normally presented at this level of university study, over a number of 
years and is already suitable for public presentation, excepting editorial amendment.  Grades 

above 90% are rarely awarded. 



 

 

Unit Study Calendar  
SP 1 2011 
 
 

Week Date Module Topic Assessment Date Due 

1 29 August 1.1 Introduction: How does the media 
engage you? How do you engage with 
the media? 

  

2 5 September 1.2 The Medium is the Message: When 
media converge? 

  

3 12 
September  

2.1 Entertain Me!: Who makes your 
entertainment? Actors, institutions & 
participatory culture 

  

4 19 
September 

2.2  Don’t touch that! Copyright, 
ownership and institutional control 

Ass.1 optional 
review 

Fri wk 4 

5 26 
September 

2.3 Entertaining the World: using media 
across cultural boundaries 

  

6 3 October 2.4 Play with me!: Having fun with media   

7 10 October 2.5 All the world’s a game: virtual worlds, 
interactivity, convergence 

  

8 17 October  3.1 Inform me! news media Ass.2 Fri wk 8 

9 24 October Break (work on making sure Learning Portfolio is up to date) 

10 31 October 3.2 Networks of information: blogging, 
citizen journalism & collective 
intelligence 

  

11 7 November 3.3 Talk to me! 
Chatting/texting/twittering at each 
other 

Ass 1 final Week 11 

12 14 
November 

3.4 Who’s listening? Mass communication 
in a networked, mobile environment 

  

13 21 
November 

3.5 Conclusion Ass.3 Fri wk 13 

 
 


